
MUTER 

Members of the Muter family played important parts in the life of St Lucia in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, as merchants (both on their own account and as agents for principals in Billain) 
and as planters (both as estate owners and as attorneys for owners abroad). It therefore seems 
worthwhile to record the information about them which is available to the present writer, although it 
is very incomplète. 

The first members of the family in the Island seem to have followed their uncle Basil Freeland. At 
some time in the 1790s this man became the partner of one Thomas Rigby, who had bought in 1790 
an extensive sugar estate in the Micoud district of St Lucia (1). ln Februaiy 1801 Rigby and two 
otbers attempted to discrédit the General commanding the colony by accusing him of various misdeeds; 
it seems that they managed to get Freeland to add his signature to a document complaining about the 
commander (2). Most of the inhabitants supported the commander; the three principal noncontents 
were prosecuted before the Conseil Supérieur, and were convicted, but Freeland was let off (3). 

By 1808 Freeland was himself a Conseiller at the Conseil Supérieur (4). In 1811 he was named as 
the sole owner of the estate at Micoud, and also as joint owner with Rigby of an estate iu the Vieux 
Fort district (5). In October 1816 Freeland was one of three Conseillers who were excluded from the 
Conseil on the ground that they were guilty of unauthorised absence from the colony (6). 

The Freeland family nevertheless retained a connection with St Lucia until at least the 1860s. In 
1836 John Freeland was awarded compensation of £2800 on the libération of 112 slaves (7). In 1851 
and 1858 he was stated to be the owner of an estate (Canelles) which in 1845 was said to be owned by 
William Muter (8). In 1858 Joh© Freeland was said to own the Troumassé estate, which in 1851 was 
listed as William Muter's (9). 

The first Muter known to the writer was the Rev Dr Robert Muter, a minister in the (Presbyterian) 
Church of Scotland. A roll of the graduâtes of Glasgow University includes him: 

"MUTER, ROBERT, M.A. 1757, D.D. 1793. Sometime preacher in the College Chapel, 
Glasgow: thereafter (1770-1820) Minister of Kirkcudbright; died 21st January, 
1820, aged 86. " (10) 

According to his son William, Robert Muter was also 
"one of the three Deans of the Chapel Royal, as well as one of the Chaplains in Ordinaiy to 
the Royal Family for Scotland." ( l l ) 

William also tells us that his father had fourteen Children (12). According to one source they lived 
in the Isle of Man, near Douglas, in the early nineteenth century (13). 

Robert's wife is not named; as one of her sons is said to be a nephew of Basil Freeland, Robert's 
wife may have been bom Freeland (14). 

According to a document of 1811, there were at that time five Muters resident in the town of 
Castries: James Muter, merchant and planter, member of the Court of Appeal (or Conseiller at the 
Conseil Supérieur); his younger brother and partner Basil Muter; Peter Muter, merchant and "naval 
officer"; the latter's clerk Douglas Duncan Muter; and John Muter, Waiter and Searcher at the 
Customs (15). (It appears that four of them were brothers, and that Douglas Duncan Muter was a 
nephew.) 

At least seven sons of the Rev Robert Muter were in St Lucia at one time or another: James, 
John, Peter, Basil, Douglas Dunbar, Robert and William. There were also one or two Muter 
nepbews besides, we are told. some nephews who were sons of one or more daughters of the Rev 
Robert Muter. 



JAMES MUTER 

James Muter seems to have been the first Muter in St Lucia. He was a merchant who became a 
planter while continuing to be primarily a merchant. By 1808 he had become a Conseiller at the 
Conseil Supérieur or Court of Appeals (16). (This was a body of about a dozen members which was 
not only a law court (although most of the members had no légal training) but also a kind of Council 
of government which, with the concurrence of the Governor or Commander of the colony, had some 
législative and even financial powers.) 

James Muter acquired, jomtly with another merchant named McCall who was also a Conseiller, a 
sugar estate in the Anse la Raye district; by 1811 he had bought his partner's share (17). At that time 
the estate's cultivated area was of 35 carrés of cane fields and 6 carrés of food crops; there were IO 
carrés of grazing land (18). On the estate were one white man (probably a manager) and 65 slaves 
(43 working, 6 old or infirm and 16 Children). At the same time James Muter's house in the town of 
Castries, evidently his business premises, was occupied by 3 white men and 8 men slaves (19). 

In 1816 a new Commander of the colony began to exert a greater degree of personal authority. 
Some members of the Conseil attempted to resist this. James Muter was one of four Conseillers who 
wrote to the Commander on 7 October 1816, refusing to attend sessions of the Conseil until it was 
freed from what they called "undue restraint" (20). 

Some weeks iater the Commander reported to London that in October a sloop named the Panther 
had been boarded as she approached St Lucia and had been found to contain contraband goods from 
Martinique (21). On board were James Muter and his three brothers, one of whom was the owner of 
the Panther. 

This did not prevent James Muter from continuing to have an official role. A new civil Governor 
arrived in St Lucia a few weeks later, and brought an Order in Council signed by the Prince Regent 
which abolished the non-judicial powers of the Conseil and made it purely a Court of Appeal. At the 
same time a smal! "Priv}/ Council" was created to advisé the Governor, who immediately appointed 
"Mr James Muter an Englishman an extensive planter and merchant" to be a member of this Council 
(22). 

In October 1819 St Lucia was struck by a violent hurricane. According to one account "James 
Muter has suffered considerable losses, in slaves, mules, horned cattle, plantations and buildings" 
(23). 

JOHN MUTER 

John Muter was the second son of the Rev Dr Robert Muter (24). On 1 March 1809 he was 
appointed to one of the two posts of Searcher and Waiter to the customs in St Lucia, being given a 
warrant to this effect by the Commissioners of Customs in London (25). His duties were to visit all 
vessels on arrivai and before departure, and to search for contraband goods e tc He said that his 
annual emoluments were £35 paid by the Collector of Customs, and about £340 in fées. 

In October 1809 John Muter applied for leave to go to England on grounds of ill-health, but in 
1811 he was still in St Lucia (26). He may have been on his way to England when he died in Jamaica 
in February 1815 (27). His testament was registered by Catherine Muter, his sister and executrix (28). 

PETER MUTER 

In 1809 Peter Muter was exercising the office of Naval Officer in St Lucia, as deputy to the titular 
officer (29). His duties were to keep account of all vessels entering and leaving the port and their 
cargoes, and to take bonds from vessels loaded with produce which was only allowed to land in British 
ports (this was to discourage smuggling, especially to Martinique). He said that he retained half the 
£385 chargéd annually on vessels clearing the port (the other half went to the titular officer). 



Peter Muter was a merchanmt as well as deputy Naval Officer (30). His official position evidently 
did not prevent him from doing some smuggling himself, and he was one of the Muter brothers who 
were found on the Pantker in 1816 (31). In 1811 he, like James, had a house in the town of Castries; 
it was no doubt bis place of business and, like James's house, held three white men and 8 men slaves 
(32). 

Peter Muter soon became a planter, ln October 1818 the extensive estate at Praslin which had 
belonged to Madame de Micoud (the estate known today as "Mamiku") was sold to Peter Muter and 
Michael Jackson (33). It was later reported that after the hurricane of October 1819 "the estate of 
Peter Muter appeared to be a mass of débris" (34). This may have been Roseau estate, which by 1831 
was the principal Muter property in St Lucia where the family sometimes resided (sée below). At 
some time Peter Muter and Michael Jackson also acquired the Soufrière estate, which had also 
belonged to Madame de Micoud (35). 

By 1831 Peter Muter had replaced his brother James as a member of the Privy Council. Appearing 
before a commission of enquiiy into the condition of the slaves in St Lucia, he described himself as 
"a Member of Council, residing occasionaîly on Roseau estate and in Castries, planter" (36), He said 
that the Roseau estate had about 290 slaves, and produced about 250 hogsheads of sugar a year, 
besides nim amd molasses. He added: "Besides Roseau estate, I am half interested in the Souffriere 
estate, with 150 slaves, and in the Praslin estate, with 140; also in the Troumassé estate, with 150 
slaves, and the Pearl estate, with 140, and I am attorney for Canelle estate, with about 250 slaves. 
The persons who manage thèse properties are chiefly appointed by myself." 

Within a few years Peter Muter appears to have transferred the management, and apparently the 
ownership, of his estâtes to his brother William. When the slaves were liberated, almost all the 
compensation payments were made to William (sée below); Peter Muter received only £142 for 7 
slaves (37). 

Peter Muter was still alive in 1839: in Febmary of that year he arrived in St Lucia after travelling 
from London; and he seems to have been still in St Lucia in 1841 (38). He was no doubt dead by 
1846, in which year the late firm of Peter Muter & Co was liquidated, the liquidator being Henry 
McLeod (39). 

Peter Muter is said to have written "a partial account of his financial histoiy in St Lucia" (40). 

BASIL MUTER 

Basil Muter was another of the Muter brothers who were in St Lucia in 1811 (41). He was the 
master and, it seems, the owner of the sloop Panther which, as mentioned above, was engaged in 
contraband trade with Martinique in 1816 (42). 

It seems that in the years around 1823-1827 Basil was introducing his brother William into the 
business in St Lucia (43). 

DOUGLAS DUNBAR MUTER 

We are told that Peter Muter wrote an account of some of his financial affairs in St Lucia, and that 
in it he referred frequently to the activities of his deceased brother Douglas Dunbar Muter (44). 

ROBERT MUTER 

In 1832 the acting Gove mor of St Lucia referred to Robert Muter as a brother of Willam Muter 
(45). 

Robert Muter seems to have gone to Martinique in 1831 to seek the support of the merchants of St 



Pierre for merchants of St Lucia in their struggle against the new slave laws, a strnggle in which they 
were led by Robert Muter's brother William (sée below) (46). This Robert Muter seems to have left 
St Lucia before long; according to one source he may be the same as a Robert Muter who "may have 
gone to Canada" (47). 

According to that source, Robert was probably the father of a second Douglas Dunbar Muter, who 
was "almost certainly" a nephew of William Muter (48). A book published in 1864 by a "Mrs Douglas 
Dunbar Muter" with the title "Travels and Adventices of an Offîcer's Wife", relating évents in India, 
China and New Zealand, indicates that her husband nad been in 1857 a Captain in the lst Battalion, 
the Royal Rifles, at Meerut, and that he was now Lieutenant Colonel of the 13th (Prince Albert's) 
Light Infantry (49). 

WILLIAM MUTER 

William Muter was the last of the fourteen Children of the Rev Dr Robert Muter (50). He was in St 
Lucia by the mid 1820s (51). One or two of his brothers were still there, notably Peter Muter, who 
remained a member of the Privy Council until at least 1831 (52). 

William Muter was a very active man, and he soon became the most influential inhabitant as well 
as, at least in the public estimation, the colonist with the most wealth and property in St Lucia. 
Within a few years ali the Muter estâtes there appear to have been transferred into his name, and he 
soon added others, often from planters who could not discharge the debts they owed him as a 
merchant. 

On 7 January 1831 William Muter described his own position as a merchant in thèse words: 
"As a British merchant carrying on an extensive business in this island, I have necessarily 
extensive transactions with the principal planters in it, who owe me large sums of money, and 
I, in my tum, owe to my mercantile correspondents in Great Britain" (53). 

Later that year he described his position as a planter as: 
"part proprietor of several estâtes, attorney for the Marquis, and sequestrator for the 
Reunion, Bellevue and Volet estâtes . . . . Sometimes I spend a day or two on the Marquis 
estate, and sometimes a day or two upon the Pearl and Roseau estâtes" (54). 

At that time Peter Muter was still the co-owner of some of thèse estâtes (as well as of several others), 
but before long they came under the control, and apparently the fuîl ownership, of William Muter. 

By this time he was already being described by the Acting Governor as "the most influential man in 
the island" (55). 

Like several other prominent inhabitants, William Muter was a Judge of the Court of Appeal, now 
called the Royal Court, or "Conseiller en la Cour Royale", until the reformation of the court in 1831, 
when all the "lay" judges were excluded (56). However, this pillar of Society was about to start what 
lias been called "Muter's political rebellion" (57). 

The évents of the 1820s and 1830s raised the fears of many proprietors who feit that their already 
precarious finances were threatened with complete ruin. These évents included changes in the slave 
System such as restricting the working hours of the slaves and reducing the punishments which could be 
inflicted on thera. It was feit that thèse changes would seriously lower the output of the workers and 
consequently the yields of the estâtes. The estate owners, already heavily indebted to the merchants, 
would be unable to pay them. The merchants, already creditors for considerable sums which they had 
great diffuculty in collecting, would be unable to pay their correspondents and suppliers in Britain. 
The position was macle worse by increases in taxation which were partly to pay for new expenditure on 
the control of the slave system, inchtding new officiais who were to supervise it. 

In 1831 the judicial system of St Lucia was completely changed. Since 1817 the two courts, the 
lower court of the Sénéchaussée Royale with its single professional judge, and the Court of Appeal or 
Royal Court with its judges nominated from among the principal inhabitants, few of whom had any 



légal training and all of whom were slave owners, had continued to apply most of the old French îaws 
(there had been a few relativeîy minor changes in the laws, and just one major change in the 
mernbership of the Court which had been provided in 1825 with a professionai President who had no 
local affiliations). In 1831 both the Sénéchaussée and the other Court were abolished and were 
replaced by a new Royal Court with three professionai Judges, none of whom could be a slave owner. 

The colonists realised that a prime purpose of all the changes was to prépare the ground for the 
abolition of slavery, which they saw as leading to the destruction of the économie System on which 
they depended and which was already in a very shaky State. 

Their fears led some colonists to make protests and to attempt to influence the march of évents. 
Protests were made to the Goveraor, pétitions were sent to the Government in London, meetings 
were held in Castries, and a Committee was chosen from "planters, merchants and others" iii order "to 
organize all . . . . measures necessary in the present State of the colony" (58). 

William Muter was a prime mover in all this. He issued the first protests. He was the chairman of 
the "Committee"; among the other members were five merchants and three planters. His name 
appeared at the head of the liâmes in most of the written protests, some of which seem to have been 
drafted by him (59).. 

For a time the shops were closed and the merchants refused to supply the planters, white the latter 
said they would stop producing sugar. The Governor tried to get food supplied from Martinique, but 
the merchants there were discouraged by their colleagues in St Lucia. 

Needless to say, thèse local efforts did not succeed in diverting the British Government from its 
chosen course. The laws amelioratiiig the conditions of the slaves were enforced, and the .slave System 
itself was soon abolished. 

Following slave emancipation, the slave owners received compensation from the British 
Government. William Muter received far more than any other St Lucian. It amounted to over 
£24000, in respect of over 1000 slaves. The published accounts show how thèse totals were reached 
(60). 13 separate daims were involved. Only one, for 22 slaves, was siraightforward. Nine were 
"litigated" daims, in which the numbers of slaves varied between 8 and 288; in thèse daims, Muter 
had to prove his entitlement: thèse were probably cases in which the slaves had been owned by others 
who were indebted to Muter and he had succeeded in establishing that the compensation should go to 
him. The remaining three daims, for 80, 37 and 58 slaves, were the only ones in St Lucia marked 
"Transfers made by the Accountant-General of the High Court of Chancely, in pursuance of the 
Orders of the Colonial Courts". 

Muter's "rebellious" activities were naturally seen with an unfavourable eye by the British 
Government and by its représentative in St Lucia, and for a while he was excluded from any official 
function. In 1838 the local newspaper complained that William Muter, despite being the richest 
proprietor in the colony, having many estâtes and several ships which traded with Britain. was 
excluded from the Législative Council (which had replaced the Privy Council) because the Lieutenant 
Governor did not like him (61). However, a new Lieutenant Governor appointed him to the Council 
in 1840 (62). 

William Muter was a committed Protestant (63). He not only contributed to the cost of building the 
Anglican Church in Castries in 1830 and that at Soufrière in 1844; he also sought to introduce 
Protestant schools to teach the almost entirely Cathoîic chiïd population of St Lucia. To this end he 
applied to the trustées of the Mico Charity in England, with the resuit that in 1838 Mico schools were 
established on Muter's estâtes of Roseau, Praslin and Caneîles (64). By 1845 there were Mico schools 
at seven places in St Lucia (65). However, the Mico Schools were later withdrawn. 

As a member of the Législative Council Muter opposed attempts to provide the Cathoiic priests in 
St Lucia with government subsidies, but eventually thèse were approved in 1842 (66). 



The failure of the sugar industry in St Lucia, which the colonists believed to be exacerbated by the 
ending of cheap slave labour, hurt the local merchants who depended on the planters for their profits. 
It was easier to reduce commercial activity than to escapé from the exploitation of estâtes which no 
one would buy. Muter therefore became less of a merchant and more of a planter. 

As early as 1835 he rented out part of his extensive business premises in the town of Castries to the 
colonial goverament for use as offices; in 1851 he sold the whole site to that government to be used 
as government offices, a court house, and so on (67). 

The difficulty in obtaining consistent and reliable labour from many of the former slaves who 
cherished their new liberty incited a few planters to import labourers from Europe. William Muter led 
the way. ln 1836 he 

"imported five Irish families, consisting of five men, four women, and eight Children: but he 
committed the fatal error . . . . of establishing them in the notoriously insalubrious district of 
Roseau; . . . . the ostensible design appears to have been the introduction of the plough upon 
his estâtes. The consequence was that the immigrants feil off one by one, victims of the 
insidious fevers of that humid locality. In 1837 the same gentleman made another essay of a 
similar nature. This time, however, the stream of immigration was made to flow from 
Scotland; but, as in the former case, the immigrants, numbering eighteen persons, were 
located in the valley of Roseau; and notwithstanding the most iavish expenditure in food, 
clothing, iiursing, and médical assistance, the experiment met with no better success. In 1840 
Mr Muter made another importation, consisting of seventeen persons, from the same quarter, 
and with the like unfortunate results" (68). 

In the years after the end of slavery more estâtes feil into Muter's bands from the bands of planters 
who owed him money. Among thèse estâtes were Volet and Esperance in 1836, Rabot in 1838, Deux 
Amis ("Two Friends") in 1839, Mont d'Or in 1840 and Peru in 1842 (69). ïn 1847 he was still pressing 
debtors: in that year the Royal Court ordered the sale of a parcel of land at Soufrière at the pétition 
of William Muter (70). 

In thèse years he and his associâtes were still attempting to influence the policy of the British 
Government. Thus in 1845 Muter placed an advertisement in the London Times protesting against a 
new tax ordinance (71). Nothing seems to have resulted from thèse efforts. 

At this time Muter was being assistée! by a nephew, another Robert Muter. Aceording to the local 
newspaper, this Robert was bom at Verdun sur Meuse in France in 1812, and was the son of a Major 
Muter, of the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment, who served in the Napoleonic wars, including 
campaigns in the Peninsula, at the Battle of Talavera, and elsewhere (72). Robert came to St Lucia 
when he was 16 or 18 years old, and worked as a planter on the family estâtes; we are told that at 
various times he managed 20 sugar and other estâtes (73). In 1840 he was appointed JP (74). In 
1845 he was managing William Muter's principal estate, the Roseau estate (75). He died in August 
1847 and was buried in the private biutrial ground at Sans Soucis (76). Another planter's wife, Writing 
to a correspondent in France, said that Robert had been of great utility to his poor uncle (77). 

By this time William Muter's problems were becoming more serious. In 1845 it was reported that 
the workers on his Roseau estate had ref used to work at the "new reduced rates of pay" (78). In 1849 
there were riots and some estâtes were burnt; eight of the insurgents were shot. It seems that several 
of Muter's estâtes were damaged (79). Later that year it was rumoured that his estâtes were fully 
mortgaged, that his bills were dishonoured and that he was effectively bankrupt (80). It was after this 
that he sold off his premises in Castries as mentioned above. 

Aceording to the St Lucia Almanack for 1852 William Muter was still the owner of ten sugar estâtes 
all of which were still in (at least partial) cultivation: in the First District: Mont d'Or, Pearl, Peru, 
Roseau and Soucis; in the Second District: Esperance, Deux Amis ("Two Friends") and Rabot; and in 
the Thirel District: Troumassé and Volet (81). 

At the same time he still retained some trading interests: he is listed as Agent for Lloyds and as 
owner of a barque, the Castries, of 264 tons, and a schooner, the Spark, of 30 tons (82). 



It seems that by this time William Muter had somewhat withdrawn from public life, and his only 
remaining official post was that of a member of the Board of Health (83). 

However, he soon got into trouble over a health matter. Although his earlier atterapts to recruit 
workers from Europe had failed as mentioned above, he nov/ decided to take advantage of a scheme 
of the British Government to help the West Imdian planters by importing workers from India. Once 
again the unhealthy Roseau Valley brought on disease among the immigrants, and killed many of 
Muter's Indian laboure rs (84). 

The days when Muter was taking over the estâtes of planters indebted to him were gone; now it 
was Muter who was the défendant in légal disputes with his creditors which led to the loss of some of 
his estâtes (85). 

His financial problems and his growing unpopularity seem to have been the reasons for Muter's 
withdrawal from the St Lucian scène. According to one account, "William Muter . . . . was more or 
less banished from St Lucia back to Britain in the 1860's" (86). 

We are told that by the 1860s all Muter's remaining estâtes in St Lucia were controlled by a former 
clerk of his named Raymond Drouilhet, who had become his attorney (87). After Drouilhet's death in 
1865 a nephew of Muter named William Ireland Miller acted as his représentative, but he died within 
a few years (88). 

William Muter evidently retained his Sturdy Protestant faih, for hi 1865, being then back in Britain, 
he published a short work entitled "An Exposition of Faith", in which he described himseîf as "a 
layman but [son] of the late Rev Robert Muter DD" (89), 

Note: A couple of military Muters have been mentioned above. There were others, although their 
relationship to the St Lucian Muters has not been established. One is a Colonel Muter who was 
present at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. According to Colonel Gronow's Réminiscences, at the end 
of the day the Duke of Wellington sent an officer named Damer to order the Union Brigade to 
advance, and 

"after a long search he found [a remuant of the Brigade]. At their head stood the gailant 
Colonel Muter of the Inniskillings. . . . . As Muter gave the order to charge, the French fired 
. . . . and hit Damer . . . . who heard Muter grumble out in his Scotch: I think you ha' it nu', 

sir" (90). 
Colonel Muter himself was also wounded during the battie. This officer's name was Joseph Muter; he 
was apparently not a brother of the St Lucian Muters, but may have been a cousin (91). This man 
was presumably the same as a Joseph Muter mentioned in a list of knights published in 1828 as having 
changed his name to Straton and as having been decorated with the Order of Wladimir (Fourth Class) 
after Waterloo and as now being a Major General and Companion of the Order of the Bath (92). He 
was also presumably the same as a man mentioned later in Haydn's Dictionary of Dates as Sir Joseph 
Straton, Knight of the Bath, who was given the rank of Lieutenant General in 1838 and who died in 
1840 (93). A later military Muter was Sir John O'Neill Muter, who became a Major General in 
1875 (94). 
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APPENDIX 

ln 1927 Thomas Ferguson, who worked in his family's légal practice in Castries, compiled for the 
then owner, Henry Shingleton-Smith, a history of the estate known nowadays as the Mamiku Estate. 
(This modem name reflects the local "patois" pronunciation of "Madame de Micoud", the name of the 
person who owned the land in the early nineteenth century.) The following summary of the sedion of 
Ferguson's history covering the century after 1815 relates what happened to a St Lucian estate in 
which the Muters were interesfed at various limes during that period. 

In the early nineteenth century Madame de Micoud's land at Praslin consisted of two separate areas: 
"the estate known as Praslin comprising 490 carrés of land", and "the property known as La Pointe 
comprising 65 carrés of pasture land" (sée Note 1 below). 

After Madame de Micoud's death in 1817, the combined estate was sold by judicial order on 5 
October 1818 to Peter Muter and Michael Jackson. Muter and Jackson acquired "another estate 
adjoining the de Micoud Estate (now called Praslin Estate) by deed . . . . dated 17th December 1819, 
the two estâtes were incorporated and became known as "Union de Praslin" " (sée Note 2 below). 
These estâtes were mortgaged by Muter and Jackson to the London firm of Inglis EUice & Company. 
The mortgage was paid off in 1835 by Muter and Jackson conveying the two estâtes to the Rev Morris 
Forsyth and George Forsyth, who were the légal représentatives of Inglis Ellice Sc Company. 

On 18 March 1837 the two Forsyths sold the two estâtes to William Muter. On 27 May 1841 William 
Muter sold to Louis Charles Delobel, for £1000, "the said de Micoud estate, together with the lands 
called La Pointe, a dependency of the said estate, the whole comprising 520 canes of land, more or 
less" (sée Note 3 below). 

On 9 and 10 November 1841 Delobel "conveyed the said estate- then called "Praslin de Madame de 
Micoud", as well as the Praslin Estate [sic], to the partnership existing between him and Charles 
Etienne Beauce, the said two estâtes comprising together 743 carrés of land". 

"In the St Lucia Gazette of date the 24th August 1842, the said Estate under the name of "Union de 
Micoud", comprising 523 carrés of land, more or less, forming part of the bankrupt estate of the said 
Louis Charles Delobel, was advertised for sale judicially and was subsequently repurchased by the said 
. . . . William Muter, who remained owner thereof until the year 1870" (sée Notes 4 and 5 below). 

On l l July 1870 "the said "Union de Micoud" Estate (together with several other estâtes in the island) 
was sold and conveyed by William Muter to the [London] Firm of Cavan Lubbock Sc Company." 



On 4 January 1872 that firm sold to Thomas Jones, "among other estâtes, the said "Union de 
Micoud" Estate comprising 459 carrés of land more or less". On 25 April 1872 Thomas Jones sold to 
John Goodman, for £700, "the freehold estate or sugar plantation called "Union de Micoud" . . . . in 
the quarter of Praslin . . . . such as ii was advertized and sold at Judieial Auction on the 8th 
September 1842, that is to say consisting of 523 carrés of land, more or less, nevertheiess without 
any warranty . . . of any deficiency of any e rte nt". 

On 14 April 1906 Goodman's "daughter and sole heir at law" sold to Henry Shingle ton-Smith, for 
£500, "the said Union de Micoud Estate" (sée Note 6 below). 

Note 1: The aimexed sketch plan, based ori Lefort de Latour's 1787 map of Praslin, shows the two 
lands as they were then; their areas were 390 and 70 carrés. The increase from 390 to 490 may have 
been due to the acquisition of an estate of 100 carrés immediately to the north named Pelouze in 1787. 

Note 2: Ferguson's account does not make it clear whether 17 December 1819 was the date of the 
acquisition of the other estate, or the date of incorporation of the two estâtes; perhaps it was the 
date of both, According to Ferguson the other estate was acquired from Roche de Rupes. He does 
not State its area. All he says of its location is that it adjoined the Micoud estate. Lefort de Latour's 
1787 map of Praslin and its associated list show that there was then an estate of 166 carrés ln the 
name of Roche de Rupes situated north of Micoud's land. It covered land which on a modem map is 
marked "Praslin Estate". 
Note 3: Some of the variations in name and area m Ferguson's account are not clearly explained. 
Réductions m area in later years were probably due to selling off portions of land. 
Note 4: With regard to évents in 1841 and 1842, we find in Breen's list (p 318) of judicial sales of 
estâtes that "Union Praslin" of 840 acres (263 carrés) was sold on 5 June 1841 for £2020 and resold cn 
8 September 1842 for £1400; and that "Union de Micoud" of 1740 acres (545 carrés) was sold on 8 
September 1842 for £900. The list does not name the setiers or the buyers. 
Note 5: Wells' list (p 39) of estâtes in cultivation in 1851 does not name William Muter as owner of 
any estate in the Praslin district, lt says that "Praslin Estate" was owned by Cavan Brothers Si Co. It 
does not mention a "Micoud Estate" (perhaps that estate was not m cultivation at that time). 
Note 6: When Henry Shhigleton-Smith died in 1948, the estate, now called "Mamiku Estate", was a 
coconut estate with an area of 500 acres (157 carrés) of which 350 acres (110 carrés) were planted in 
coconuts (information from Mrs Louise Shingle ton-Smith). 




